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Possibly the great outstanding cause of the worst tragedies of marriage and of most divorces is venereal diseases. These scourges, either gonorrhea or syphilis, or perhaps both, are usually brought by the husband to the unsuspecting wife, who may be without foreknowledge of their nature and the seriousness of their effects, and consequently ignorant of the necessity for prompt and effective medical treatment.
Dr. Prince A. Morrow states, in Social Diseases and Marriage, that 70 % of the women who came to the New York Hospital for venereal treatment were respectable married women infected by their husbands. Bulkley, in a paper ("Syphilis in the Innocent"), declares that 85% of married women who have syphilis have contracted it from their husbands. Other eminent authorities have testified to the wide prevalence of this loathsome disease, innocently contracted, among wives. The results are well known to those who have given only casual study to the subject of venereal pathology, and it is a supreme obligation on the part of individual parents, no less than to society, to see